
On a Scale of 1-10, How Much Does Governor 
Cuomo Care about Disabled New Yorkers? 

 

ZERO! 
In 2019, Governor Cuomo has: 

- Cut over $50 million in services to 
disabled New Yorkers 

- Forced people with disabilities 
out of their own homes and into 

nursing homes 
- All while giving Amazon a $3 

billion tax break!  

Start with a catchy title that will grab the 
public’s attention 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finish the front of the flyer with basic 
information so that a person with no 

knowledge of your issue can learn what the 
issue is very quickly. It’s like reading the 

headlines of the news. The back of this flyer 
will be your opportunity to add more 

information about your advocacy and your 
direct action. The front is just the basics.  

 
To save paper & increase your chances of 

people taking your flyer, make ½ sheets like 
this or 1/3 sheet flyers.  

Always know who your target is. In this case, the target is a person – 

New York’s Governor, Andrew Cuomo. A target can be a business 

owner, a manager, a government representative, or a number of 

others, but it is important to focus your efforts on one target and not 

“the system.” While the goal may be to fix the system, when doing a 

direct action you must have one target of which you are making 

demands.  

The image on the flyer should either show the target or illustrate the 

issue in some way. In this example, the flyer shows the target and it 

works with the catchy title. This will help to grab the reader’s 

attention. If the issue were about inaccessibility, we may have chosen 

to put an image of the physical inaccessibility so the reader could see 

the problem.  



As Governor Cuomo touts that he proudly stands to protect the civil 
rights of all New Yorkers, he has spent the past year destroying the 
rights and lives of New Yorkers with disabilities. Many disabled 
people rely on attendant services – paid for by Medicaid – in order 
to live happy and successful lives in the community. However, this 
year Governor Cuomo has cut over $50 million in community based 
attendant services for disabled New Yorkers which has forced 
many disabled and elderly out of their own homes and into nursing 
homes which are isolating for the individual and even more costly 
for Medicaid and the taxpayers.  

While Governor Cuomo has been gashing away the budget for 
critical services that disabled and elderly New Yorkers need in 
order to live in freedom in the name of cost savings, he remarkably 
found $3 billion in tax savings for the online retailer conglomerate, 
Amazon.   

Members from the disability rights group, SomeCity ADAPT, refuse 
to sit by as Governor Cuomo puts profits over the lives of disabled 
and elderly New Yorkers. Today, over 50 members of SomeCity 
ADAPT, with and without disabilities, have taken over the 
Governor’s office demanding that: 

1. Governor Cuomo restore the $50 million in funding to the 
community based attendant services program; 

2. Ensure all individuals who have been instutionalized due 
to the funding cut be returned to their own home with 
community based attendant services within 60 days; and 

3. Commit to ensuring that 80% of all Medicaid funding for 
long term services and supports go to attendant services 
in a person’s own home rather than to nursing homes or 
other institutional settings by 2023. 

If you believe that Governor Cuomo should put the rights of elderly 
and disabled New Yorkers before the profits of big corporations, 
you can call Governor Cuomo at XXX-XXX-XXXX or tweet him at 
@NYGovCuomo and tell him to meet with SomeCity ADAPT now!  
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On the back of the flyer is where you explain your issue in further 
detail. Think of this as your full news story of your mini press 
release. This is your opportunity to give a deeper explanation of 
the issues so that the person reading can become familiar with 
your issue. Try to explain in as basic language as possible 
because this issue will likely be brand new to your reader.  

If there is any information that is particularly likely to incite 
someone, you may want to include it in your flyer. The Amazon tax 
break upset many New Yorkers for many reasons, which is way it 
was strategically chosen to be included in this flyer. Pitting 
disabled and elderly people against a big corporation can incite 
many feelings and perhaps compel people to take action. 

 

If your group wants credit for what is happening, be sure to identify 
who you are! In this case, SomeCity ADAPT was the group 
identified as taking action.  

 

Be sure to include your list of demands! This helps to guide your 
group, but it also helps your target and the public understand 
exactly what you want! I always recommend 3-5 demands. Always 
add in some points that are negotiable, that way if you need to 
negotiate, you don’t negotiate on the points that matter most to 
you.  

 

Be sure to add in a way that the public can help, such as calling, 
emailing, or tweeting the target. They may not want to protest with 
you, but they might call!  

**please note that depending on the state that you’re in, this action 
may be considered lobbying. 
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