
 
Plain Language Explainer: 

The Kansas state government is set up the same way the federal government is. There are three branches of 
government, the executive, the legislative, and the judicial branches. The legislative branch is made up of 
people who are elected to represent the citizens of the state of Kansas. The legislative branch makes the laws 
for the state. The executive branch is led by people who are elected by the citizens of the state of Kansas. The 
elected members of the executive branch then hire people to do the work needed to make the laws passed by 
the legislature work. As part of the way they make the laws work, the employees of the executive branch 
sometimes have to pass rules and regulations. Rules and regulations tell people who are affected by laws 
passed by the legislature what the laws mean, and how they apply. When the executive branch agencies 
making the rules and regulations write them or change them, they let people know what they want to do, and 
they give people time to make comments on what they are saying they want to do. After people have had a 
chance to say what they think about the rules and regulations, they go into effect. Once the rules and 
regulations go into effect, the executive branch agencies can enforce the rules the same way laws passed by 
the legislature are enforced.  

The change being voted on would change the authority executive branch agencies have to make these rules 
and regulations. Instead of allowing the agencies to make rules and regulations the way they do now, the 
change would make it possible for the legislature to stop rules and regulations they do not agree with.  

A YES vote would make it so rules and regulations passed by the agencies putting laws into effect could be 
taken back by the legislature.  

A NO vote would allow state agencies to continue to use rules and regulations to do their work without the 
legislature being able to take them back.  



 
Plain Language Explainer: 

The people who live in all but one county in Kansas vote on the person they want to be sheriff. Since the 
people vote on their sheriffs, other elected officials in the counties, like county commissioners, cannot “fire” the 
sheriff. If the people in any county wanted to change it so their sheriff was hired by their local government, not 
elected, they could change their county laws. This change to the Kansas Constitution would say that counties 
cannot change their laws to make it so sheriffs are hired, not elected. Since sheriffs would only be elected, the 
people in the county would have to have a vote to remove them from office, or the attorney general would have 
to file a case to have the sheriff removed.  

A YES vote on the amendment would keep the election of sheriffs that happens in almost all counties exactly 
as it is now. But if any of those counties wanted to change how the sheriff gets into office in the future, they 
could not. The sheriff would only ever be an elected office.  

A NO vote on the amendment would not change the way sheriffs are elected. It would keep it so counties could 
change this if they wanted to in the future. 


