
How to Use Congress.gov 
 

 
 
This is the front page of congress.gov. At the top there is a search tool. It’s defaulted to “current 
legislation.” That only means legislation of the current session. Congressional sessions are two 
years long in between elections. The current one is 2019-20. The next one starts after the next 
election, in January 2021 and ends in December 2022. The prior one was 2017-18. You can 
always search by keywords or by legislation number (if you have it).  
 



 
On the left of the search bar there is a drop down option that will give you different options to 
narrow your search. You can search for prior sessions in “all legislation”, or legislation per 
member, etc. Now go to “advanced searches” on top.  
 

 
 
This allows you to narrow down bills by session. For example, let’s look up the Equality Act. We 
know it’s in the 116th session as it was introduced in 2019 and its still current.  



 
 
Yay, it’s the second result under current legislation! This gives us a bunch of information in and 
of itself: “H.R.” means House Resolution, which means it’s from the House and not the Senate. 
We also know it was David Cicilline from Rhode Island who sponsored it. It tells you the 
committees that worked on it, and it gives you a link to access the committees. The bill text is if 
you click on “HR 5”.  
 

 



This is after we clicked on it. It tells you where it is in the process. It was introduced, it passed 
the House, but it has not passed the Senate, so it still has several steps to go to become law. 
Let’s scroll down.  
 

 
 
The first thing it provides is a summary. This summary of the bill is sort of a cliff notes of what 
does the bill do. It’s written by the Congressional Research Service. Next to the “Summary” tab 
are several other tabs, including: “Text”, which will give you the full text of the bill, “Actions”, 
which is the steps it’s taken throughout Congress, titles it’s had, and then “Amendments”, which 
is the various changes the legislation has had. “Cosponsors” is often useful as it tells you all the 
members that have signed onto it, and then there’s “Committees” and “related bills.” 
 
 


