
How to Host a Peer-to-Peer Fundraising House Party 

A house party is any in-person event to which you invite people you know. It’s a type of 
peer-to-peer fundraising. You, not the staff, initiate and lead the event. Even though 
you’re on the board, it’s not considered in organizational event. 
 
The goals of the event are to raise money and make new friends for the organization.  

A house party is typically an informal afternoon or evening gathering. Light refreshments 
are served and, at some time during the event, someone talks to the gathering about 
the work of the non-profit. Someone from the staff may be available to speak in person 
about the organization. At the end of the presentation, someone encourages people to 
write a check or fill out a pledge card to support it. 

As the host, you have four responsibilities: to make sure you are a current donor, pay 
for and serve refreshments, come up with an invitation list, and spend time following up 
with invitees to make sure they attend. 

The steps you need to take to fulfill these responsibilities are simple: 

1. Invite people.  
2. Get people to the party through reminders. 
3. Plan the party.  Figure out what refreshments will be served, and where they’ll be, 

where people will gather for the presentation, what form the presentation will take 
and who will make it, and who will do the fundraising pitch.   

4. Have the party.  Just as you’ve planned it! 
5. Follow up.  Send the money you’ve collected to your oprg, and send thank you 

notes to the people who donated it. 

Sample Timeline 
Total Planning Time: 8 Weeks  

Week 1:  Make your guest list and write your invitations, sending them out using 
whatever method works best for you, mail or e-mail.  

Week 2:  Start keeping track of RSVPs. Decide what you want to serve and make a list 
of all of the supplies you will need 

Week 3:  Start following up with guests who have not responded.   

Week 4:  Continue follow-up (through Week 8). Start buying supplies. Remember to 
hang on to all receipts because your expenses are in-kind donations and are tax-
deductible. 
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Week 5:  Give your non-profit your estimate of how many people will attend. They will 
send you your choice of materials such as brochures, newsletters, donation envelopes, 
etc. 

Week 6:  Plan your presentation. Plan your party space – where you will stand to speak, 
where the food and drinks should go (hint, keep them separate!), where materials can 
be set out. 

Week 7:  Practice saying your remarks, and coordinate with other speaker(s) as 
needed.  

Week 8:  Start prepare-ahead refreshments as needed. Day Before: Pick up food 
ordered. Expect a flurry of last-minute RSVPs. Day Of: Arrange refreshments, set out 
materials, welcome your guests, and HAVE A GREAT TIME! 

Week 9, Post-Party: Mail donations and your receipts. They will send a thank you to 
each donor in addition to whatever acknowledgment you wish to send yourself. And let 
them know how it went!   

What If Your Friends Can’t Make a Donation? 

Everyone can give something!  House parties for local non-profits have raised between 
$25 and $10,000.  Yours is certain to land somewhere in between. 

It’s important to remember that when you invite your friends to a fund-raising house 
party, you’re asking them to do only what you’ve already done: support the work as best 
they can. 
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